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ABSTRACT 
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Note: This course of study should be considered a "rough draft." The writers had no precedents to 

follow and few materials to rely on. Suggestions for revision will be welcomed; please send them 
to the social studies office. 
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Explain the "survey" function of social studies courses 
(i.e., investigate the findings of the social scientists.) 



Emphasize ■ the "training role" of social studies courses 
(i.e., learning about and developing competency with 
the tools and techniques used by social scientists.) 
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The student will give 1. Discuss a few problems that are investigated by a variety of 
examples to show how the social science disciplines (e«g« , The causes and effects of 
social sciences are pollution, urban problems, transportation problems ) c 

interrelated. ; 



Discuss the occasional attempts to combine the findings and 
procedures of the separate disciplines into one organized 
structure (e.g., sociology in its early development). 
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FOCUS OBJECTIVE LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
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. Explain the course procedures to the students. For example 
tell them that the first area of study will deal with how 
social scientists (and social studies students) work to 
solve a problem. 



THE STUDENT WILL DESCRIBE ACTIVITIES IN WHICH A SOCIAL SCIENTIST MIGHT ENGAGE 
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Have each group make models or murals showing different 
social scientists at work (using their tools J • 
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Present the concept to the students along with the ex- 
amples and non -examples. Have them identify which are 
examples of the concept. 
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Discuss the concept clusters the students come up -with in 
small groups. This will aid in clarifying the nature of 
each discipline as well as .broadening the students' concep 
understanding . 
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The students test the limits of the generalization - 
"Families are usually headed by the father." by seeing 
how families in other cultures are beaded.) 
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reasons why the concept or generalization is useful, 
(e.g., for "roles" = "It's easier to understand what 
your rights and responsibilities are in different 
situations if you understand your roles.") 
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Have the students formulate hypotheses to solve a given 
problem* Have them rank the hypotheses from "easiest to. test 
to "hardest to test"* Discuss how "testing 11 is important to 
social scientists* 
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hypothesis about it. Then have them suggest what data they 
would need to test the hypothesis. For each type of data 
identified have them specify how they would obtain it, 

(Some students may engage in library research or experiments 
to "test" for the data they believe they need,) 
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Identify the data from all lists as supporting, rejecting 
or irrelevant. 
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(1) Modify the hypothesis to allow for further testing. 

(2) Explain why' it was rejected 
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for the characters. The students, role playing the 
characters, act out the finish of the story as they 
think it should or would happen. 
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(taking careful note of where you buried them). A team 
oF students could do this. 

c. Have the students identify and gather appropriate tools 
for a "dig" (e.g., shovels, hoes, toothbrushes, penknives) 
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Interest rates 

Distribution of government income (e.g., defense spending 
welfare costs , education, medical research). 
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Have the students identify and use appropriate reference 
sources to determine the average yearly rainfall for Dade County. 
Then, have them write an essay hypothesizing what would happen 
if Dade County's average yearly rainfall were reduced by $ 0 %, 
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Take notes and prepare a report describing the be- 
havior (s) observed. 
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a. Describe the measuring techniques he used 
b* Describe how he scaled the map 
c. Display the map in the classroom 
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Given maps with the appropriate data symbolized, have the 
students make inferences about the relationship between 



Rainfall and temperature 
Railroad distribution and physical terrain 
Population and rainfall 
Climate and vegetation 
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Each student will prepare a list of the points (logical 
arguments) he feels best clarify and support his position. 
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THE STUDENT WELL EXPLAIN HOY SPECIALISTS FROM EACH DISCIPLINE COULD CONTRIBUTE TO SOLVING A GIVEN SOCIAL PROBLEM. 
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PSYCROIDGY - The study of the individual. man, his behavior,, and the forces which modify it. 

Concepts - _ Learning, remembering, attitudes, perception, needs, senses, habits, thinking, 

fear, leadership. 

Generalizations- Individual differences exist among all people. 
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